A tale of 5 tests. Insurance coverage.
They promise precision in detecting cancer cells, bone breakdown, risk of heart disease, and other maladies. There's just one problem: Many insurers won't pay for these new diagnostic tools, saying they haven't yet proven themselves. "We complain, we write letters," says one doctor, who calls a new Pap test a "quantum leap" from the existing Pap smear. "I'm just a little physician, crying in the woods."